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If you are interested in the TASC/Poseidon Leer exchange and would like more information, please contact Stewart Cuthbert – email: stewartcuthbert@yahoo.co.uk or telephone: 01225 350933

History

Twinning visits between Trowbridge Swimming Club and it’s counterpart in Trowbridge’s twin town in Germany, Leer, first took place in 1989, when SV Poseidon Leer visited Trowbridge for the first time. The following year Trowbridge Swimming Club responded with a return visit to Leer. These alternate visits proved so successful they have been ongoing ever since. 

The original purpose of the visits was to expose swimmers of both clubs to competition outside their local area and country, thereby providing an international dimension for the swimmers of both clubs under the umbrella of the Town’s twinning partnership arrangement with Leer. However, outside the swimming element, other benefits soon became clear - the twinning arrangement also brought a social dimension and a unique opportunity for swimmers attached to Trowbridge Swimming Club to travel to Germany and experience a different culture and language, hopefully making new friends along the way. It also promotes mutual good will amongst like-minded children and adults from both towns, brought together through their common interest in swimming. Personal friendships have inevitably developed over the years with private visits outside the formal exchange arrangements not uncommon. The benefits are many, including a standing invitation for TASC swimmers to be accommodated in Leer, for work experience or simply to improve their German if they so wish. On two separate occasions we have been able to accommodate swimmers from Leer who have asked to come to Trowbridge for both work experience and to improve their English.

Year A- Trowbridge visit Leer

· Swimmers aged 10 and over are welcome to participate and should make their interest known (see contact details)

· The twinning visit is for 5 days.

·  It takes place during the autumn mid-term school holiday in October. 

· Day one is an early morning departure from Trowbridge by coach (equipped with WC and video/DVD) via the Channel Tunnel arriving in Leer mid- evening.

· Three days (four nights) spent in Leer itself. Accommodation is provided by host families from Poseidon Leer swimming club. Every effort is made to match the visiting party to host families appropriately with regard to age and gender, whether swimmer or adult. 

· Return travel by coach on day 5, again leaving early morning arriving Trowbridge Mid evening.

· Travel cost usually comes in at approx £100 per person, a bargain!

Year B- Leer visit Trowbridge

· TASC host families provide the accommodation; ages and gender of guests are matched as closely as possible.

·  A gala is held in Clarendon pool

·  A visit to a local place of interest is organised together with a disco or barn dance

· A meal is arranged in the Civic Hall where speeches are made, presentations given and gifts exchanged. 

· New host families are always appreciated; you do not need to take part in the return trip to Leer to be a host family unless you want to.

Either way, the weekends are action packed. Our German friends very much appreciate the hospitality given to them in Trowbridge – and this seems to be repaid tenfold when we visit Leer!     

So successful has the exchange been over the years that it is recognised as representing twinning in its purest form. As such it has attracted the interest and encouragement from officials, dignitaries and twinning organisations from both towns. The Mayor of Trowbridge, and Leer’s Burgermeister (Mayor) are usually in attendance at least one of the functions being organised during a visit.

It is the hope of Trowbridge Swimming Club and S.V Poseidon Leer that this partnership arrangement will continue, so that the many benefits that have been gained to date can be built on and passed down for the benefit of successive generations of swimmers from both Clubs.  

    Barn Dance- Leer exchange 2006                                                                                                                                
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Having Fun
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