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Guidance to Coaches/ Teachers/ Officials who are under 18yrs   on Internet social net work sites
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Coaches/teachers/officials who are under 18. 
The ASA recognise social networking sites can be a useful tool for teachers, coaches and officials within ASA clubs to share information with other teachers, coaches or officials. If, however, the teacher, coach or official is under the age of 18 while they may be a colleague, the requirements of 1 and 2 above must be adhered to. 

However, for young people aged 16 or 17 it is the view of the ASA that to restrict the ability to share professional information with them from other coaches, teachers or officials may be detrimental in their professional development in their role in the ASA. 

Therefore in such cases if the parent of a young person in a position of responsibility aged 16/17 and the young person themselves requests to have contact with an adult club officer or coach for the purposes of sharing professional information relevant to their role the club should: 
· Gain written consent of the parent/guardian and young person to have such contact naming the individual adult and social networking site concerned; 
· The named adult must sign an agreement to keep the contact with the young person to the discussion of matters relevant to the young person’s professional role in the club; 

· All such communications should be shared with an identified 3rd person (e.g. the young person’s parent/guardian or club welfare officer); and 
· If the young person or the adult is found to breach the above agreement action must be taken by the club to address the concern and/or the breach referred to the ASA or the statutory agencies if appropriate. 

If you have any queries then please contact either Nancy Davies or Robert Griggs- Welfare Officers

Nancy-01761/411927 -Email lee.m.davies@sky.com
Robert Griggs-rjgriggs@blueyonder.co.uk
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